
"Smoking Gun #1" (Page 78 of 83) 
The Ancient Paths 

Parents are responsible for the protection of 
their chHdren. Unborn and small children are unable 
and not equipped to defend themselves against the 
schemes of the devil. As a result, God appointed agents 
to protect them and care for them. Again these agents 
are called parents. One day some years ago, the Lord 
opened up to me what I have since come to refer to as 
the STRONG MAN PRINCIPLE. 

"Or how can anyone enter the strong man's 
house and carry off his property unless he 
first binds the strong man? And then he will 
plunder his house." (Matthew 12:29) 

In this passage, Jesus is -explaining how to expel 
demonic spirits. He says that there are different 
ranking spirits with which to deal. If you want to be rid 
of all the lower ranking spirits, you must first find their 
"chief," bind him, and then you can eliminate the others. 
The "chief' is called the strong man. 

As I was studying this passage, one day the Lord . -
spoke to me that the principle works exactly the same 
when the kingdom of darkness is attempting to invade 
your house. In the Greek language, the word translated 
"house" is the word "OIKOS.'-' This word in this context 
is not referring to the physical dwelling place, but rather 
to the family. OIKOS literally means: "the descendants 
thereof." 

So when the enemy (the devil and demonic 
spirits) comes to plunder your house (OIKOS), he is 
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God's Blessing Through Cultural Traditions 

after your famil . His urpose is to devastate 
destr a r 
order to do so, he ·must first bind the strong man. . Who 
is the strong man of your house? The husband is the 
strong man to the wife, and both parents are strongmen 
to the children. Thus, in the areas of life in which the 
enemy can bind the parents, he has access to the 
children. 
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Tennessean. 

WILLIAMSON 

How close can judges be with lawyers? 
Emails including Williamson Co. judge raise 
questions 
Elaina Sauber The Tennessean 
Published 5:00 a.m. CT Aug . 30, 2018 

Williamson County Judge Michael Binkley sent an email to his wife in April 2016 to let her 
know a weekend lake trip organized for several judges and attorneys had been rescheduled to 

ensure the couple could attend. 

"Looks like they made the lake party the second weekend so that you and I could be there. Very 

nice!! Put it on your calendar," Binkley wrote. 

But the attorney who invited Binkley also had an active case before the judge in circuit court. 

Three days before Binkley sent that email, the plaintiffs in a case he was overseeing, Sam and 

Shannon Clemmons, filed a motion asking the judge to recuse himself. Binkley later denied the 

motion. 

One of the defense attorneys in the Clemmons' case1 Virginia Story, invited • , as well as 

his brother, Davidson County Judge Joe Binkley, on weekend trips in August 2015 and 

August 2016 featuring a houseboat, a lake house and dinners, according to emails obtained 

by USA TODAY NETWORK - Tennessee. 

The Tennessee Administrative Office of the Courts refused to provide any emails about the 
trips, which were sent to or from judges' government-issued email addresses, claiming that the 

emails were not subject to inspection. This was in spite of the fact that the administrative office 

had previously produced some of those emails to another public records requester. The 

administrative office was specifically asked for those already-produced emails, but refused. 

The lake trip emails sparked questions by the Clemmonses about whether judges can 

remain fair and impartial when presiding over cases while simultaneously vacationing with 
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attorneys in those cases. 

Attorney James Oglesby, who said he's attended the trips in past years, said they are held at 
Center Hill Lake, and confirmed~ - the defense attorney in the Clemmons' case - hosts 

them. 

The emails didn't raise concerns for the Tennessee Board of Judicial Conduct, which is the 

state's sole authority for investigating and reprimanding sitting judges who violate judicial 

conduct rules. 

In a letter sent to the Clemmonses in March, responding to their 144-page complaint about 

Binkley board chair and Judge Chris Craft noted that proof of a judge's ethics violation must be 

"clear and convincing." 

"The investigative panel did not feel such a burden could be met in this case," Craft wrote. 

The complaint was dismissed. 

Binkley did not return a reguest for comment. 

'You're going to get yourself into trouble' 

It's unrealistic to expect a person to relinquish all their personal relationships with fellow 

attorneys once they become a judge, said Charles Geyh, an Indiana University law 

professor and expert in legal and judicial ethics. 

But judges should be careful, Geyh said, if activities go beyond a casual lunch or social event. 

Judges should never preside over cases when they're close friends with any of the attorneys 

involved, Geyh said. 

"You start vacationing with people, and you're going to get yourself into trouble," he said. "It's 

not cool if it reaches the point of creating the perception that there are lawyers who have special 
access (to the judge)." 

Tennessee judges must recuse themselves from presiding over cases in which their impartiality 

might "reasonably" be questioned, according to the state code of judicial conduct. 

"People with whom you socialize actively, vacation with, enter business relationships with -
there's nothing wrong with continuing to do that after (you become) a judge," Geyh said. "You 
just can't hear cases in which those lawyers make appearances before you." 
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'Just something you do' 

It's unclear how many attorneys and judges were invited to or attended the boating trips in 

2015 and 2016. One email from~ about the 2015 trip was sent to Michael Binkley, Joe 

Binkley, Williamson County Judge Jose h Woodruff, and more than a dozen Williamson 

County attorneys. 

Some attorneys who were included in the emails and contacted by The Tennessean for 

comment said they didn't think judges and attorneys vacationing together was an issue. 

"I don't think it's any business the public needs to have. It's just something you do," said Lori 

Thomas Reid, a Franklin family law attorney who was included on one of the emails. 

Attorney Michael Fort said the trips are harmless and likened them to events held by the 

Tennessee Bar Association or American Inns of Court, an organization comprised of local 

chapters of lawyers, judges and other legal professionals. 

"I don't understand the concern about it," he said. 

It's common for lawyers' families to accompany them on the trips, Fort said. 

"It's not a place for conversation on cases. You've got kids running around and swimming and 

(water) skiing," he said. "It's a place to let that guard down a little bit and personalize 

everybody." 

Oglesby echoed those sentiments, saying the trips are "purely a social thing." 

Story did not return a call for comment. 

Judges required to report some gifts 

When a judge won't recuse themselves from a case, it's rare for higher courts to overrule them, 

said Richard Flamm, a California-based attorney who has published books on judicial and 

lawyer disqualification. 

"When it comes to disqualifying judges, there never seems to be enough of a reason," Flamm 

said. "There's very little case law you can find when moving to disqualify a judge." 

It's unclear whether attorneys paid for any of Judge Michael Binkley's expenses on the 2016 

lake tri . If they did, that could rove problematic . 
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"If the attorney inviting the judge is 2aying for the lodging and the judge's meals, then the 

judge is accepting gifts of more than ordinary social hospitality," Flamm said. "That's 

impro er." 

Tennessee judges are required to report to the Administrative Office of the Courts certain gifts 

they receive from outside parties, including attorneys. 

For example, a judge must report gifts valued at more than $250. A judge must also report 

money received from "extrajudicial activities," such as giving a lecture or speech. 

Binkley reported that he didn't receive any gifts in 2016 or 2017, according to public 

compensation reports filed with the Administrative Office of the Courts. 

Rule 10 of the Code of Judicial Conduct says judges may accept "ordinary social hospitality," 

but does not elaborate on what that includes. 

In other states, judges cannot accept gifts or go on paid trips with attorneys who are involved in 

a case over which those judges are presiding. 

Louisiana judge Robin Free accepted an all-expenses-paid trip on a private jet to a Texas ranch 

in 2010 that was organized and paid for by attorneys with a personal injury case before the 

judge at the time. 

Four years later, the Louisiana Supreme Court determined Free had violated its code of judicial 

conduct, and suspended him for 30 days without pay and imposed a $7,000 fine, according to 

Reveal News, with the Center for Investigative Reporting. 

In May, county court judge Maria Ortiz in Miami, Fla., agreed to pay a $5,000 fine for failing to 

report free hotel stays and gifts she and her husband received, according to the Miami 

Herald. Florida judges are required to report all gifts that could give the public reason to 

question their impartiality. 

Reach Elaina Sauber at esauber@tennessean.com, 615-571-1172 or follow @ElainaSauber on 
Twitter. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

SOUTHERN DIVISION

JEFFREY RYAN FENTON,

Plaintiff, Case No. 1:23−cv−01097−JMB−RSK

v. Hon. Jane M. Beckering

VIRGINIA LEE STORY, et al.,

Defendants.
                                                             /

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF CASE

          NOTICE is hereby given that this case has been received, and filed in
this court on October 13, 2023.   It has been assigned the case number and
judge set forth above.

CLERK OF COURT

Dated:   October 17, 2023 By:    /s/ E. Siskind                    
Deputy Clerk
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 
 
JEFFREY RYAN FENTON,   
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
VIRGINIA LEE STORY, et al., 
 
 Defendants. 
____________________________/ 

  
 
 
Case No. 1:23-cv-1097 
 
HON. JANE M. BECKERING 
 

 
 

ORDER OF RECUSAL 

 I recuse myself under 28 U.S.C. § 455(a) and (b)(4) from further participation in this case.  

The Clerk of Court shall reassign this case to another District Judge in accordance with the 

approved procedure. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

Dated:  October 18, 2023        /s/ Jane M. Beckering     
 JANE M. BECKERING 
 United States District Judge 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

SOUTHERN DIVISION

JEFFREY RYAN FENTON,

Plaintiff, Case No. 1:23−cv−01097−PLM−RSK

v. District Judge Paul L. Maloney

VIRGINIA LEE STORY, et al.,

Defendants.
                                                             /

NOTICE REGARDING REASSIGNMENT OF CASE

          NOTICE is hereby given that this case has been reassigned to District
Judge Paul L. Maloney for all further proceedings pursuant to Order (3).
Judge Jane M. Beckering is no longer assigned to the case.

CLERK OF COURT

Dated:   October 18, 2023 By:    /s/ E. Siskind                    
Deputy Clerk
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 
 
JEFFREY RYAN FENTON,   
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
VIRGINIA LEE STORY, et al., 
 
 Defendants. 
____________________________/ 

  
 
 
Case No. 1:23-cv-1097 
 
HONORABLE PAUL L. MALONEY 
 

 
 

ORDER OF REFERENCE 

  IT IS ORDERED that under 28 U.S.C. § 636 and W.D. Mich. LCivR 72, this case 

is referred to Magistrate Judge Ray Kent for handling of all matters under § 636(a) and 

§ 636(b)(1)(A) and for submission of recommendations on dispositive motions under 

§ 636(b)(1)(B). 

 

Dated:  October 19, 2023       /s/ Paul L. Maloney           
 Paul L. Maloney 
 United States District Judge 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 
 
JEFFREY RYAN FENTON, 
        Case No. 1:23-cv-1097 
  Plaintiff, 
        Hon. Paul L. Maloney 
v. 
 
VIRGINIA LEE STORY, et al.,  
 
  Defendants.   
                                                          / 
 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

  This is a civil action brought by pro se plaintiff Jeffrey Ryan Fenton of Fenton, 

Genessee County, Michigan,  against 29 defendants located in Florida, Massachusetts, Tennessee, 

and an unknown location: Virginia Lee Story (South Dartmouth, MA); Michael Weimar Binkley 

(South Dartmouth, MA); Kathryn Lynn Yarbrough (South Dartmouth, MA); Elaine Beaty Beeler 

(South Dartmouth, MA); Sara B. McKinney (No address); Mary Elizabeth Maney Ausbrooks 

(White House, TN); Alexander Sergey Koval (Nashville, TN); Henry Edward Hildebrand III 

(Nashville, TN); Roy Patrick Marlin (College Grove, TN);  Charles M. Walker (TN); Thomas E. 

Anderson (Brentwood, TN); Samuel Forrest Anderson (TN); Frank Goad Clement Jr. (Nashville, 

TN); Andy Dwane Bennett (TN); William Neal McBrayer (TN); James Michael Hivner (Bartlett, 

TN); John Brandon Coke (Nashville, TN);  Sandra Jane Leach Garrett (Brentwood, TN); Story 

Abernathy Campbell Ashworth McGill Walters An Association of Attorneys is a law 

(“SACAMW”) (Franklin, TN);  Rothschild & Ausbrooks, PLLC (“R&A”) (Nashville, TN); Bank 

Of America, N.A. (“BOA”) (Tampa FL): Spragins, Bartnett, & Cobb, PLCNS (“SBC”) (Jackson, 

TN); BancorpSouth Bank (“BCSB”) (Franklin TN); Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC (“RL TN) 
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(Memphis, TN); State of Tennessee (Nashville, TN); Williamson County Tennessee (Franklin, 

TN); Tennessee Administrative Office of the Courts (Nashville, TN); Tennessee Court of Appeals 

Middle Division (Nashville, TN); and, Chancery Court For Williamson County Tennessee 

(Franklin, TN).  See Compl. (ECF No. 1).  For the reasons set forth below, this action should be 

dismissed. 

  I. Plaintiff’s complaint 

  Plaintiff’s “Complaint for tortious conduct & injunctive relief” consists of 144 

paragraphs of allegations (id. at PageID.1-33) and includes over 2,000 pages of exhibits (ECF Nos. 

1-1 through 1-40, PageID.34-2090).  Plaintiff’s complaint appears to relate to events which 

occurred in Tennessee which include: incidents involving the marital home; rental income; his 

wife’s secret bankruptcy filing; defaulted mortgages; Chancery Court proceedings in Williamson 

County, Tennessee; violations of the Tennessee Rules of Professional Conduct;   a civil conspiracy 

between “defendants Story, Binkley, Ausbrooks, Yarbrough, Anderson, Marlin, Clement, the 

State, the Appellate Court, and the Chancery Court” involving “the lie-riddled fraudulent orders 

written by Story”; a criminal enterprise involving defendants Story, Binkley, Ausbrooks, 

Yarbrough, Anderson, Marlin, and the Chancery Court; violations of federal civil rights acts; 

violations of constitutional rights in the bankruptcy court and Chancery Court; and violations of 

the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988.  Compl. at 

PageID.1-31. 

  Plaintiff has alleged 11 counts (which he has mis-numbered) against defendants: 

Count One (“VIOLATION OF T.C.A. § 66-27-123, NOTICE TO TENANT OF INTENT TO 

CONVERT RENTAL UNITS TO UNITS FOR SALE”); Count Two (“VIOLATION OF T.C.A. 

§ 39-16-507(A)3 COERCION OR PERSUASION OF WITNESS”); Count Two [sic] (“ABUSE 
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OF PROCESS”); Count Three (“INTENTIONAL/ NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF 

EMOTIONAL DISTRESS”); Count Four (“ACTUAL FRAUD/ CONCEALMENT”); Count Five 

(“CIVIL CONSPIRACY”); Count Six (“VIOLATION OF 18 U.S. CODE § 1962(C), RICO”); 

Count Seven (“VIOLATION OF 11 U.S. CODE § 341, MEETINGS OF CRE DITORS AND 

EQUITY SECURITY HOLDERS”); Count Eight (“LIABILITY PURSUANT TO 42 U.S.C. § 

1981, § 1982, § 1983, § 1985, § 1986, AND § 1988”); Count Nine (“VIOLATION OF 

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS”); and, Count Ten (“VIOLATION OF AMERICANS WITH 

DISABILITIES ACT, 42 U.S.C. § 12101 ET SEQ. AND VIOLATION OF FAIR HOUSING 

AMENDMENTS ACT OF 1988, 42 U.S.C. § 3601 ET SEQ.”).  Compl. at PageID.1-31. 

  For his relief, plaintiff seeks “declaratory and/or injunctive relief pursuant to 42 

U.S.C. § 1983 and the U.S. Constitution against defendants Blinkey and Tennessee Chancery 

Court by directing them to abide by the law and Constitution and to vacate and expunge the illegal 

order(s) of protection issued by them against Plaintiff.”  Id. at PageID.31-32. Plaintiff also seeks 

compensatory and punitive damages in excess of $1,000,000.00.  Id. at PageID.32. 

  II. Discussion   

  Venue in a civil case is determined by 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b), which provides that: 

A civil action may be brought in – (1) a judicial district in which any defendant 
resides, if all defendants are residents of the State in which the district is located; 
(2) a judicial district in which a substantial part of the events or omissions giving 
rise to the claim occurred, or a substantial part of property that is the subject of the 
action is situated; or (3) if there is no district in which an action may otherwise be 
brought as provided in this section, any judicial district in which any defendant is 
subject to the court’s personal jurisdiction with respect to such action. 
 

Congress has instructed district courts to dismiss, or in the interest of justice to transfer, a case 

filed in the wrong district.  See 28 U.S.C. § 1406(a) (“The district court of a district in which is 

filed a case laying venue in the wrong division or district shall dismiss, or if it be in the interest of 
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justice, transfer such case to any district or division in which it could have been brought.”).  The 

decision of whether to dismiss or transfer a lawsuit based on improper venue is within the district 

court’s sound discretion.  First of Michigan Corporation v. Bramlet, 141 F.3d 260, 262 (6th Cir. 

1998).    

  Here, the Court should sua sponte dismiss this lawsuit for improper venue. 

 While courts generally refrain from sua sponte dismissing an action for 
improper venue, such dismissal is properly within the court’s discretion in certain 
circumstances.  Johnson v. Christopher, 233 F. App’x 852, 853-54 (10th Cir. 2007) 
(affirming district court’s sua sponte dismissal without prejudice pursuant to § 
1406(a) when proper venue was located in the Northern District of Oklahoma and 
case was filed in the Eastern District of Oklahoma in lieu of transferring action); 
Davis v. Reagan, No. 88-6419, 1989 WL 40200 at *1 (6th Cir. 1989) (affirming 
sua sponte pre-service dismissal on grounds of improper venue in case filed in 
Tennessee, where proper venue was in the Western District of Pennsylvania); Day 
v. City of Galveston, 480 F. App’x 119, 121 (3d Cir. 2012) (sua sponte dismissal 
for improper venue harmless error when there is no conceivable basis for venue in 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and there is no indication that transferring 
instead of dismissing might be in the interests of justice); Nation of Islam v. Penn. 
Dep’t of Corr., No. 12-82, 2012 WL 529546 at *2 (W.D. Pa. Feb. 1, 2012) (report 
and recommendation that case be sua sponte transferred from the Western District 
of Pennsylvania to the Middle District of Pennsylvania on grounds of improper 
venue), adopted in 2012 WL 529238 (W.D. Pa. Feb. 17, 2012). Decisions, 
including those cited above, reflect that sua sponte dismissals occur even in actions 
brought by pro se plaintiffs, who normally receive the benefit of liberal pleading 
construction.  Id.  Courts also have held that an action may be dismissed under 28 
U.S.C. § 1915 when improper venue is “obvious from the face of the complaint and 
no further factual record is required to be developed.”  Trujillo v. Williams, 465 
F.3d 1210, 1217 (10th Cir. 2006); see also Lea v. Warren Cnty., No. 16-5329, 2017 
WL 4216584, at *2 (6th Cir. May 4, 2017) (affirming district court’s sua sponte 
dismissal for improper venue).  
 

Sifuentes v. Adobe, No. 23-10128, 2023 WL 424716 at *1 (E.D. Mich. Jan. 26, 2023). 

  Improper venue is obvious from the face of the complaint.  Plaintiff’s complaint 

does not contain any allegations establishing venue in the United States District Court for the 

Western District of Michigan.  None of the alleged “events or omissions giving rise to the claim” 

occurred in the Western District of Michigan.  Plaintiff has no connection to the Western District 
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of Michigan; he resides in Genessee County Michigan, which is located in the United States 

District Court of the Eastern District of Michigan.  See 28 U.S.C. § 102(a)(1).  Finally, none of the 

defendants have a connection to the Western District of Michigan. As alleged in the complaint, 

defendants are located in Florida, Massachusetts, Tennessee, and an unknown location.  

  Plaintiff anticipated objections to venue, having filed an ex parte “Motion to 

maintain venue” (ECF No. 7) in which he states in pertinent part that, “Plaintiff is a resident of 

Michigan and has filed the complaint pursuant to diversity of citizenship, 28 U.S.C § 1332.”  

Motion at PageID.2098.  Assuming that plaintiff is a resident of Fenton, Michigan for purposes of 

diversity jurisdiction pursuant to § 13321, venue is improper in the Western District of Michigan.  

As discussed, none of “the events or omissions giving rise to the claim” occurred in the Western 

District (or in the State of Michigan).  Plaintiff admits that he could have filed this lawsuit in 

Tennessee, but he relocated to Fenton, Michigan (located in the Easter District of Michigan) and 

wants to file the lawsuit in the Western District of Michigan, explaining that “[i]t was never his 

plan to move out of Tennessee, but since he was essentially forced out of that state by the 

defendants and into Michigan, he has – at this point in time – relocated to Michigan” and that “[h]e 

has been denied due process and has never been able to present his case in the Tennessee court 

system, which includes some of the federal courts in that state.”  Motion at PageID.2097-2098.  

Plaintiff’s desire to avoid the state and federal courts in Tennessee does not establish venue in the 

Western District of Michigan. 

  Finally, there is no basis for the Court to transfer this lawsuit to any other federal 

district court. While some of the alleged incidents appear to have occurred in Williamson County, 

 
1 28 U.S.C. § 1332 provides in pertinent part, “(a) The district courts shall have original jurisdiction of all civil actions 
where the matter in controversy exceeds the sum or value of $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs, and is between-
- (1) citizens of different States[.]” 
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Tennessee (which is located in the United States District Court for the Middle District of 

Tennessee, 28 U.S.C. § 123(b)(1)), it is unclear from the complaint as to whether this would be an 

appropriate venue for plaintiff’s claims against the 29 defendants.  As discussed, some defendants 

are allegedly residents of specific cities in Tennessee, some defendants are allegedly residents of 

“Tennessee” (which is divided into three federal districts, see 28 U.S.C. § 123), and the other 

defendants are allegedly residents of Florida and Massachusetts.  Based on plaintiff’s allegations, 

including the number of defendants, the claims in this lawsuit, and the possible federal judicial 

districts where the defendants reside, the interest of justice will not be served by transferring this 

lawsuit to any one of the multiple federal judicial districts in which plaintiff could have filed this 

lawsuit. 

  For all of these reasons, this lawsuit should be dismissed for lack of venue because 

the Western District of Michigan is an improper venue for this case and the interest of justice does 

not require transferring this lawsuit to any other district.  See 28 U.S.C. § 1406(a). 

  III. RECOMMENDATION 

  Accordingly, I respectfully recommend that plaintiff’s motion to maintain venue 

(ECF No. 7) be DENIED and that this lawsuit be DISMISSED. 

 
Dated:  December 13, 2023    /s/ Ray Kent 
       RAY KENT 
       United States Magistrate Judge 
 
ANY OBJECTIONS to this Report and Recommendation must be served and filed with the Clerk 
of the Court within fourteen (14) days after service of the report.  All objections and responses to 
objections are governed by W.D. Mich. LCivR 72.3(b).  Failure to serve and file written objections 
within the specified time waives the right to appeal the District Court’s order.  Thomas v. Arn, 474 
U.S. 140 (1985); United States v. Walters, 638 F.2d 947 (6th Cir. 1981). 
 
 
 

Case 1:23-cv-01097-PLM-RSK   ECF No. 8,  PageID.2106   Filed 12/13/23   Page 6 of 6



1 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 
 
JEFFREY RYAN FENTON,  
        Case No. 1:23-cv-1097 
  Plaintiff, 
        Hon. Paul L. Maloney 
v. 
 
VIRGINIA LEE STORY, et al, 
 
  Defendants. 
                                                          / 

 
ORDER 

 
  This matter is now before the Court on pro se plaintiff Jeffrey Ryan Fenton’s 

application to be allowed the privilege of electronic filing and service in this Court (ECF No. 5).  

Plaintiff is proceeding under W.D. Mich. LCivR 5.7, which allows pro se litigants to e-file under 

the “Pro se E-Filing and Service Protocol” posted on the Court’s Website.  See W.D. Mich. LCivR 

5.7(d)(ii)(A) and 5.7(i)(iii).  Under this Protocol, “On a case by case basis, a judge may grant the 

privilege of electronic filing and service to a non-prisoner pro se party.” 

  In determining whether to grant plaintiff this privilege, the Court has reviewed the 

filings in the present case.  After performing this review, the Court concludes that allowing plaintiff 

the privilege of electronic filing is not warranted.  Specifically, allowing plaintiff to engage in 

electronic filing will not promote the efficient operation of the Court or secure the just, speedy and 

inexpensive determination of this lawsuit. See Valassis Communications, Inc. v. Aetna Casualty 

& Surety Company,  97 F.3d 870, 873 (6th Cir. 1996) (local court rules “are designed as  internal 

housekeeping rules to promote the efficient operation of the district courts”); W.D. Mich. LCivR 
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1.6 (this Court’s local rules “shall be construed to achieve an orderly administration of the business 

of this Court and to secure the just, speedy and inexpensive determination of every action”).  

Accordingly, plaintiff’s application (ECF No. 5) is DENIED. 

  IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 
Dated:  December 13, 2023    /s/ Ray Kent 
       RAY KENT 
       United States Magistrate Judge 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

SOUTHERN DIVISION

JEFFREY RYAN FENTON,

Plaintiff, Case No. 1:23−cv−01097−PLM−RSK

v. Hon. Paul L. Maloney

VIRGINIA LEE STORY, et al.,

Defendants.
                                                           /

ORDER

          The Court GRANTS plaintiff's motion for extension of time to file
objections (ECF No. 10). Plaintiff's objections to the Court's Report and
Recommendation (ECF No. 8) are due no later than January 10, 2024.

          IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dated:   January 2, 2024   /s/ Ray Kent            
RAY KENT
U.S. Magistrate Judge
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